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i,                           restore victory to our flag, and to hold off the foreigners who
*                              were ready to cross our frontier.
;                                 The one man who satisfied these conditions was General
\                           Bonaparte ; but at this moment he was in Egypt, and the.need
|                           was  pressing.     Joubert  had  just been   killed   in   Italy.
*                              Massena was illustrious for his many victories, an excellent general at the head of an army in the field, but in no sense
£                            a statesman. Bernadotte appeared to have neither the
I                            talents nor the character required to heal the ills of France.
»                           The reformers, therefore, turned their thoughts towards
I                           Moreau, though his character was weak and his undecided
,$                           conduct on the 18th of Fructidor * inspired some fear as to
r-                           his aptitude for governing. It is certain, however, that,
failing a better man, it was proposed to him to put himself
,f                           at the head of the party which wished to overthrow the
'$                           Directory, and the chief post in the state was offered to him,
>                           with the title of President or Consul. Moreau, though a
good soldier and brave enough, lacked political courage, and
'''                           possibly distrusted his own ability to manage affairs so dis-
\                            ordered as those of France then were. Being, moreover,
<\                            selfish and indolent, he cared very little for the future of his
4                            country, and preferred the tranquillity of private life to the
,»                            worry of politics. At any rate, he refused the offer, and
{i                            retired to his estate of Grosbois to amuse himself with his
,}                           favourite field sports.
V
[Those who wished to change the form of government
',;                            had, therefore, no alternative but to seek the co-operation of
'I;                            General Bonaparte.    Siey&s, who was the chief mover in the
'i'                            scheme, was President of the Directory ;  and his  calcn-
^                           lation was that if he could get Bonaparte into power, the
/'                            general, while nominally the head of the Government, would
confine his attention to military organisation, leaving to him-|5                            self the real direction of affairs.    As the sequel showed, he
* September 4, 1797, when the Directors Barras, Rewbeu, and La Rg-
;jj                                   velliere-Lepeaux, supported by the troops under Augereau, purged the
,'                                   Directory and Council of members—including Carnot, Pichegm, and others
^-suspected of Royalist tendencies.    See below, p. 145.